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Minister for Health and Ambulance Services and Leader of the House

1. COVID-19 remains the most significant public health challenge for Queensland, and this is expected to continue as the virus continues to mutate at a rapid rate. 
2. With the risk of COVID-19 scaling up and down as transmission continues and new variants emerge, it is therefore necessary to amend the Public Health Act 2005 to support a proportionate response to the ongoing risk of COVID-19, outside a declared public health emergency. 
3. The temporary legislative framework for COVID-19 will be replaced by new provisions to provide limited direction and enforcement powers to manage COVID-19 as a notifiable condition for a further 12 months.
4. The new temporary powers provide a step-down approach to managing the pandemic response and will enable Queensland to respond rapidly to serious COVID-19 risks to our community and health system. The temporary powers also allow the Chief Health Officer to make directions that adopt a nationally consistent approach to managing COVID-19. 
5. Under the Bill, the new temporary legislative arrangements would allow the Chief Health Officer to only issue directions about isolation and quarantine requirements for people with COVID-19 or their symptomatic close contacts; mask wearing; and vaccination requirements for workers in particular settings, such as vulnerable and high-risk settings. Further, the Chief Health Officer could only make a public health direction if it is reasonably necessary to prevent or respond to a serious risk to the community or the public health system as a result of COVID-19; or give effect to a decision of National Cabinet or advice from a COVID-19 advisory body, such as the Australian Health Protection Principal Committee. 
6. The Public Health and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Management) Amendment Bill 2022 includes additional legislative safeguards to ensure appropriate accountability for the exercise of the powers and increase transparency in decision-making. 
7. Cabinet approved the introduction of the Public Health and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Management) Amendment Bill 2022 into the Legislative Assembly.
8. Attachments: 
· Public Health and Other Legislation (COVID-19 Management) Amendment Bill 2022
· Explanatory Notes
· Human Rights Statement of Compatibility
